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USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE IMMEDIATE 

HQ DA WASHDC//DAPE:PRO// IMMEDIATE 

HQ DA WASHDC //DAPE-PRR-C// IMMEDIATE 

HQ DA WASHDC//DAPE:MO// IMMEDIATE 

HQ DA WASHDC/ /DAMO-AOC- CAT/ /PCC// IMMEDIATE 

DIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

DIA WASHINGTON DC//TWC// IMMEDIATE 
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1. (SBU) EMBASSY REPORTS THAT CARACAS IS BACK TO NORMAL. 
PEOPLE ARE BACK TO WORK, AND TRAFFIC IS MISERABLE AS 
USUAL. AMERICAN SCHOOLS ARE OPEN. NO REPORTS OF LOOTING 
OVERNIGHT. PDVSA WORKERS HAVE ALSO RETURNED TO WORK. 
POLICE/NATIONAL GUARD PRESENCE IS ALSO BACK TO NORMAL. 
THE ROAD TO THE AIRPORT IS CLEAR, AND THE AIRPORT IS 
OPERATING. PUBLIC TRANSPORT TO THE AIRPORT IS AVAILABLE. 
AMERICAN AIRLINES , CONTINENTAL, AND AEROPOSTAL ARE 
OPERATING FLIGHTS. DELTA AND UNITED FLIGHTS ARE CANCELLED. 
(TF/EMBASSY CARACAS TELCON AND E-MAIL, T F / AMER I CAN 

AIRLINES TELCON) . 

OAS MISSION ARRIVES IN CARACAS 

2. (C) OAS SECRETARY GENERAL GAVIRIA, WHO ARRIVED IN 

CARACAS YESTERDAY, EXPRESSED SUPPORT FO R THE 

CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT IN VENEZUELA. | 



CARMONA UNDER HOUSE ARREST 

3 . (U) PEDRO CARMONA, THE BUSINESSMAN WHO HEADED THE 
SHORT-LIVED TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT , HAS BEEN CHARGED FOR 
ATTEMPTED COUP AND IS UNDER 30 -DAY HOUSE ARREST WHILE THE 
SUPREME COURT INVESTIGATES. (TF/EMBASSY CARACAS TELCON). 

IMMEDIATE ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF CHAVEZ'S RETURN 
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4. (U) HAVOC IN FINANCIAL MARKETS CONTINUES AS THE 
UNCERTAINTY OF THE POLITICAL SITUATION SENT THE BOLIVAR 5 
PERCENT LOWER TO 860.25 TO THE DOLLAR ON APRIL 15. 
VENEZUELA'S STOCK MARKET, THE IBC CLOSED MORE THAN 8 
PERCENT LOWER ON APRIL 15. CHAVEZ'S RETURN HAS ALSO SENT 
OIL PRICES SHARPLY HIGHER. (BBC NEWS) . 

TASK FORCE DISBANDED 

5. (SBU) AT 10:30 AM VENEZUELA TASK FORCE DIRECTOR, PHIL 
CHICOLA, INFORMED POSTS AND WHA THAT TASK FORCE WAS 
DISBANDING. 

MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. • 
POWELL 
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